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DESCRIPTION

The RCH’s Digital Library team aims to explore new tendencies in digital publishing, with specific con-
cern about the accessibility to high quality publishing for younger academics. 

We wish to share our thoughts about expanding the limits of a academic publication by taking ad-
vantage of the new possibilities unfolding in a digital environment. The aim is to discuss best prac-
tices and standards for open-access academic monographs in the fields of the Humanities and Social 
Sciences. Acade mic publishing is one of the world’s big businesses and as such is shaped by big play-
ers, funding, politics, and technology. The question is whether it is possible to create inroads to this 
reality by setting up a sustainable, non-profit, open-access publishing enterprise which will endorse a 
“fair-trade” approach to academic publishing and will aim at creating a community of readers rather 
than a market for subscriptions.

PANEL 1 Open Access and new, feasible publishing models
Digital technology has been transforming the field of academic publications during the last couple of decades. It is 
reforming our reading habits, our research practices, but also the ways of production, distribution, and accessibility 
of the publications. The vastness of the web could promise the open distribution of scientific knowledge to every-
one. However, it seems that when it comes to OA publications, especially monographs, these still do not claim the 
same range of distribution as the “traditional”, paywalled publications of major publishing houses, while they are 
also not usually acknow ledged as equally prestigious or of the same quality and academic value.

While there is a growing tendency to move closer to OA and FAIR principles in academic publishing, there is a need 
to address the lack of a structured legal framework that would ensure the sustainability and legitimization of these 
publishing practices.

How could we develop a framework that could:

·  safeguard the copyright and the intellectual labour of the writers?
·  establish an assessment process that would ensure the high quality, scientific integrity, and prestige  

(and thus legi timization) of the publications?
·  ensure the acknowledgement and, moreover, the compensation for the intellectual labour provided by  

both the writers and the assessors?
·  form stable and viable funding policies that would solidify the OA publishing process as a sustainable  

model of academic publications?
·  develop a wide network of institutions adhering to common principles that would aim to the promotion  

of open, sustainable, and high-quality publishing practices?
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PANEL 2 Digital library, community, and phygital space

By building such a model of OA, sustainable and non-profit publications, there is potential of developing a new 
paradigm of academic publishing that will not be based on business, profit-rendering practices, but on the premise 
of the commons. This new paradigm would aim at building a community of readers, researchers, and institutions, 
rather than serving a specific “market”. In this regard, digital libraries should not be limited to operating as remote 
repositories for OA mate rial; new technologies provide opportunities for creatively handling the special topology of 
digital space toward forming new kinds of “places” where people can “meet” and work together.

Similarly, traditional libraries have been serving more complex purposes than just storing or lending material. They 
form communities of researchers and readers, and thus highlight that research and reading are not necessarily in-
dividual practices. In our increasingly digital everyday reality, especially under the recent circumstances born by the 
pandemic, it is more and more clear that physical spaces still retain a crucial role. In thinking about the relationship 
between the di gital and the physical, the question arising is how digital publishing technologies can build spaces 
that not only resemble or digitally duplicate those created by traditional libraries. Instead, there is a need to reflect 
on how to practically extend and enrich both the reading and research experience and the library’s social signifi-
cance in forming phygital communities between readers, researchers, and institutions. In order to move towards 
this direction, we need to reclarify some issues regarding this transition from print to digital.

In this regard, some questions that arise, are the following:

·  What exactly constitutes the decisive historical shift within the broader transition of reading experience,  
from traditional, print reading experience to the digital reading experience?

·  How does reading (or publishing) fit in a space regulated by algorithms? What does it mean for a text,  
or any cultural artifact, to be distributed, exhibited and also “consumed” within an algorithmic environment?

·  Is it possible to create an interactive, participatory space that moves away from just an online repository  
and closer to the concept of the “library”, where readers can share their collective reading experiences  
similarly to the traditional libraries, but within the digital field?

·  How can the digital be combined with the physical space in forming communities on research and reading?
·  In short, how are our reading habits changing in the context of this tension between the digital  

and physical and what are the epistemological consequences of these shifts?
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