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Mogens Pelt | Associate Professor in International History, The Saxo Institute, University 
of Copenhagen 
 
“Becoming small: the case of Denmark and the Imperative of the Regional (1814-1945)” 
 
Discussant 
Ada Dialla, Professor of Modern and Contemporary European History, Department of Art 
Theory and History, Athens School of Fine Arts | President of the Executive Administrative 
Board, RCH 
 
Abstract 
It is easy to get the impression that small states are “small by nature” and that we need to focus 
on the primate of smallness to understand the constraints placed upon them and the room of 
manoeuvre which they use to navigate in the game among nations.Instead this lecture will discuss 
the process by which Denmark became small and how that forced her to reinvent her place among 
nations and how it shaped the norms that came to form the political culture of that country.    
 
Speaker’s CV 
Mogens Pelt Ph.D et Dr.Phil. is Associate Professor in International History at the History Section at 
the Saxo-Institute, University of Copenhagen. He was the Director of the Danish Institute at Athens 
2020 to 2024; he is directing the research project The Greek Revolution and European 
Republicanism, 1815-1830: Ideas of Nation, People and Citizenship in the Making of the 
Constitutional State (Independent Research Fund Denmark); co-director with Professor Catharina 
Raudvere at the Centre ‘Many Roads in Modernity: South-eastern Europe and its Ottoman Roots’, 
University of Copenhagen (Carlsberg Foundation); member of directing board of Centre of the Study 
of Nationalism University of Copenhagen). He was a Stanley J. Seeger Fellow at the Program in 
Hellenic Studies, Princeton University 2008-9, attached to the Commission established by the 
Danish Parliament to Investigate the Danish Security Intelligence Service 2007-8; a researcher in 
the project Captive States, Divided Societies, Political Institutions of Southeastern Europe in 
Historical Comparative Perspective (Volkswagen Foundation);  a visiting Fellow at the Department 
of Near Eastern Studies, Princeton University in 1999 and Deputy-director at the Danish Institute 
at Athens, 1993-96. 
 
 


