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Abstract 
Under international law of the sea, the concept of ‘state sovereignty’ defines all relationships in 
the ocean space and serves as the fundamental tool to control mobilities and exercise jurisdiction 
over movement, often framed as the ‘kinopolitical power of the state’. Small states emphatically 
wield kinopolitical power to diminish any non-state mobilities and consolidate their position in 
the international arena. To examine the interplay between non-state mobilities (nomadic forces) 
at sea, which often challenge existing territorial assumptions, and the exercise of kinopolitical 
power by small states, this presentation delves into two examples. First, it draws insights from the 
way control over movement is wielded by a small Inuit nation striving for decolonization, 
Greenland, over its distinct Indigenous nomadic subgroups, by confining them within a delineated 
territory and implementing certain resource management mechanisms. Subsequently, examining 
migration policies and violent practices at sea, it shows how Greece, under the same territorial 
rationale, seeks to assert kinopolitical power in the Mediterranean Sea and control any non-state 
movement. Through these examples, this presentation highlights how sovereign territorial logics 
not only impose a singular spatiolegal architecture for the world's oceans but also silence distinct 
ontologies of movement embedded in Indigenous, migrant, or other non-state jurisdictions in the 
ocean space. 
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